;ional Research Council (NRC) established the Committee on An-licy and Science (CAPS) to evaluate the possible impacts of policy on scientific programs in Antarctica. The evaluation had four major
[b identify the possible impacts on science from expanding human
in the Antarctic.
[b evaluate the possible impacts on science projected from various
institutional, and organizational scenarios being considered for
human activities in the Antarctic.
[b provide an independent evaluation of U.S. policy options and
ible effects on the structure and functioning of science within the
Treaty System and within the United States.
[b provide specific policy recommendations on the role of the
scientists in the policy process.
'ommittee first met in December of 1992 and proceeded thereafter rapid schedule to carry out its charter. In addition to four extensive at which directions were established and issues debated and settled, nittee convened a workshop to examine the governmental, environ-id scientific issues raised by the Protocol. More than 70 interested iS from government, universities, and non-governmental organiza-ided. The growth of mutual understanding and awareness among the from differing backgrounds was most evident during the course of hop, and afterwards.
eport is the result of the Committee's deliberations and hard work. ke to thank the members of CAPS and the NRC staff for the intens-iir participation and for the genuine collegiality demonstrated nt our deliberations. The members have defined the issues and tided actions that can be commended to all those concerned for the Ion of this unique continent on Planet Earth.
Louis J. Lanzerotti, Chair Committee on Antarctic Policy and Scienceely will grow little for some time. In many areas of research, projects will rely more and more on automated instrumentation and remote sensing from spacecraft. Such trends should be strongly encouraged. At the same time, however, tourism will likely continue to grow. And tourists will want to visit not only fixed scientific bases in order to understand the work in progress, but also continental areas of significant scientific importance. These developments raise concerns about the environmental aspects of such tourism, and its impacts on scientific research.
